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Worshipful Master’s Message
Brethren:

I sometimes feel as though I will never get caught up with the duties

of my business, the responsibilities of being a father, a grandfather

and husband not to mention attending to the duties of the lodge.

My inbox is never empty!

We have had an unusually high number of our brothers “called

from labor” already this year and I’ve had a few close friends that

are not members of our great fraternity pass recently.

I often think about this and came to believe that The Almighty

Ruler of the Universe took them home because their inbox was

empty. That is to say that they had completed all the designs laid

down upon their Trestleboard of life. Giving serious thought to the

memorized words we hear when closing the lodge I asked myself if I

am truly applying them in my life.

Diligent, prudent, temperate, and discreet!

I had to ask myself am I steady, earnest and energetic in all of my

efforts? Do I always show good judgement in my daily decisions?

Am I always in control of my emotions and do I avoid behavior that

is less than healthy or acceptable? Do I always exercise good

judgement in my conduct and speech?  Can I preserve silence when

necessary? For me the answer is no, not all the time. Sometimes my

emotions or anger override my better judgement and I have not

always used restraint of pen and tongue when I am in a bad state of

mind. I was taught to, but I guess that is a part of my own human

imperfections.

I was taught as a young man that “if we obey the laws of God; it will

be impossible to break the laws of man.” My father was a truck

driver not a clergyman but he taught me that at a young age.

My 58th birthday just passed in February, so I have decided to

make a greater effort in applying the teachings of our fraternity into

my life. I realized that an empty inbox is not that important. What

really matters is the quality of the work we do, not the quantity.

The closing charge tells us that we promised to” remind an erring

brother of his failings”. A good friend will do that for another.

Please do not hesitate to let me know if you see something in me that

that is less than what is expected of a Master Mason. I hope to see

you in lodge.

By Order of

WM Gene G. Olson

Worshipful Master

Attest

WB James Weisensee, PM

Secretary

Communications for March 2016

You are cordially and fraternally

requested to attend the following

communications of Laurel Lodge

No. 237, F&AM

Friday, March 4th, 7:45 PM
Regular Business, Ballot, Birthdays

& Refreshments after Lodge

Ballot for Dual Membership

Brother Donald L. Keppen Jr.

5 Barclay Dr. Turnersville, NJ 08012

Birthdate 8/20/72 Birthplace Cherry Hill, NJ

Occupation: Patco M&S Technician

Member: Good standing Rising Sun Lodge No 15.

Recommenders: WB Donald L. Keppen Sr. PM

and RW Albert L Hann PJGD

Ballot for Membership by Initiation

Mr. Walter C. Romer

4B Spar Dr. Sicklerville, NJ 08081

Birthday 9/5/1970 Birthplace Woodbury, NJ

Occupation: ielectric LLC Electrician

Recommenders: Bro Evan Graham

& WB Gene G. Olson

Mr. Keith M. Watermasysk

911 Monmouth St. Gloucester City, NJ

Birthday 7/4/1979 Birthplace Woodbury, NJ

Occupation: Sergeant NJDOC

Recommenders: Bro Derek Freyberger

& Bro Paul Ostrom

Friday March 18
th

7:45 PM
Regular business, Ballot, Birthdays, MM Degree

& Refreshments

The Master Mason Degree will be conferred upon

the following candidates:

Bro. Anthony Cipriano IV

Bro. Todd Michael Simon

Bro. Michael Tavani Jr.

Ballot for Membership by Initiation

Mr. Jeremiah Jacob Campbell

713 Trudy Lane Glendora, NJ 08029

Birthplace Waynesboro, PA

Occupation: CW Wright Construction -

Operator

Recommenders: RW Frank D. Jones &

RW Brian J. Read



DATES TO REMEMBER

Every Tuesday, 7:00 PM
Officers Rehearsal at Lodge

Friday March 4th, 7:45PM
Regular Business, Ballot, Birthdays

& Refreshments after Lodge

Friday March 18th 7:45 PM
Regular Business, Ballot, Birthdays,

MM Degree and Refreshments

Saturday, March 5th 7:30 PM
Masonic Family Bowling Night

Read Details in this Trestleboard

Friday March 11
th

6PM to 11PM
Laurel Lodge and

Black Horse Square Club

Ladies Night $70.00 per couple

Read Details in this Trestleboard

Do not forget Blood Drive Dates, DLI

Dates and Volunteer Service dates

posted in this Trestleboard

Building Fund Benefactors for 2016

Bro.        Joseph Abiuso

Bro. Leonard Albig

Bro. James Alspach

DB          Richard P. Alspach

WB Eugene J. Applegate

Bro. Charles W. Bell

Bro. Robert R. Brittain

Bro. Richard Busch

Bro.        William F. Campbell

Bro. Barclay Campion

Bro. Kenneth W. Cashin

Bro. Anthony J. Centritto

Bro.        Ross Chase

Bro.        Chester H. Clark

Bro. Joesph Cruz, III

Bro. Al Dandurand

Bro.        John A. Delabo

Bro.        Gerard DiBona

WB Robert F. DiOrio

Bro. Alvin C. Fitting

Bro. Derek Freyberger

Bro. Wilfred Halina

RW Albert L. Hann

Bro. William P. Hansche

Bro. Robert T.Harrel, Jr

Bro. Walter C. Harrington

Bro.         Charles Heimerl III

Bro. Donald N. Hughes

Bro. Lloyd H. Jones

WB Robert Kunze

Bro.        Anthony A. Lafferty

Bro. William Lambert

Bro. Fred Maiden, Jr.

Bro. Charles D. McMaster

WB Whitney Myers  *

WB Gene Olson

Bro.         Harry E. Parvin

Bro.         Robert J. Powell

Bro.         Bill Roche

Bro. James Sannipoli

WB Donald C. Sharp

Bro. Donald C. Springle

Bro. John L. Stoll

WB Robert A. Taylor

Bro. William Terwilliger, Jr.

Bro. Marvin O. Thorn

WB James A. Weisensee

Bro. Jeffrey Williams

Bro. Richard L. Wooster

In Memorium

Brother Luisito S. Jovida

“Eboy”

Raised 10-15-2010

Called from Labor

2-10-2016

Candidate Status

Name Status Last Date Next Status Next Date
Bro. James A. Drexel MM 10/2/15 MM exam TBD

Bro. Jason L. Golley MM 11/3/15 MM exam TBD

Bro. William J. King FC 9/4/15 MM 4/15/16

Bro. Paul P. Bonamassa Sr. FC 9/4/15 MM 4/15/16

Bro. Michael S. Brown FC 9/18/15 MM TBD

Bro. Michael Tavani Jr. FC 10/20/15 MM 3/18/16

Bro. Anthony Cipriano IV FC 10/20/15 MM 3/18/16

Bro. Todd Michael Simon FC 10/20/15 MM 3/18/16

Bro. Adam W. Golley EA 4/3/15 FC TBD

Bro. Richard Nattiachione EA 11/17/15 FC TBD

Bro. James Michael McCarthy EA 6/5/15 FC TBD

Bro. Robert William Barnhart MM N/A Ballot - Affiliation TBD

Bro. Donald L. Keppen Jr. MM N/A Ballot – Affiliation 3/4/16

Mr. Walter Romer Petition N/A Ballot - Membership 3/4/16

Mr. Keith M. Watermasysk Petition N/A Ballot – Membership 3/4/16

Mr. Jeremiah J. Campbell Petition N/A Ballot – Membership 3/4/16



Contact Status Changes

Brethren,

Please remember to contact the

Secretary or Worshipful Master with

regard to changes to your mailing

address, phone numbers, e-mail

addresses etc. Our goal is maintain

our membership database as accurate

as possible.

Thank you,

Worshipful Master

PS: It’s better to be proactive than

reactive.

March Masonic Birthdays
Bro David K Chew 1968 48

Bro Marvin O Thorn 1974 42

Bro Robert F McCann 1975 41

Bro Edward P Graham Jr. 1976 40

Bro Richard L Busch 1980 36

Bro Charles R Fieger 1980 36

Bro Norman R Holloway, Jr 1980 36

Bro Charles F Williams 1980 36

Bro Carl J Obermeier 1981 35

Bro Robert G Bansky 1982 34

Bro William F Campbell 1982 34

Bro Steven H Holloway 1982 34

RW Dale A Lynch Jr. PDDGM 1986 30

DB Thomas J Kane 1992 24

Bro Gary N Moore, Sr 1992 24

WB Eugene O Bathurst, PM 1998 18

Bro Michael A Mascioli 1998 18

Bro William C Zeoli, III 2002 14

Bro William F Anderson 2005 11

Bro John F Beetle 2005 11

Bro Barclay M Campion 2005 11

Bro Kenneth J Cheesman 2005 11

Bro Joel H Gallardo 2005 11

Bro      Robert Hankins 2005    11

Bro Robert T Harrell Jr. 2005 11

Bro Ronald H Knott 2005 11

RW Brian J Read, PM JGS 2005 11

Bro Thomas A Williams Jr. 2005 11

Bro Paul J Nieczpiel 2007 9

Bro Ronald S Shute 2007 9

Bro Victor M Bianco Jr. 2007 9

Bro William E Richard, Jr. 2009 6

Bro Alfred J Dandurand 2012 4

Bro Daniel F Deppen 2012 4

Bro James W Gicker 2012 4

Bro Russell J Heath 2012 4

Bro Seth A Malcolm 2012 4

Bro Jason P Procaccino 2012 4

Bro Carl T Springle 2012 4

Bro Michael R Thomas 2012 4

Bro Anthony J DiNatale 2013 3

Bro Dennis P Deal 2013 3

Bro Joseph M DiVentura 2013 3

Bro Wilfredo S Halina 2013 3

Bro Scott P Vicari 2013 3

Bro      Ross A Chase 2014    2

Bro Michael J Daisey Jr. 2014 2

Bro      William J Gahagan 2014 2

Bro Julian P Bable 2015 1

Bro Steven J Brooks 2015 1

Bro Bryan J Emenecker 2015 1

Bro Eugene R Emenecker 2015 1

2016 DUES NOTICE
Please note: Your dues for 2016 were due

12-31-2015. If you know or believe that you haven’t

paid dues for 2015 please contact the Worshipful

Master or Secretary.

Payments: Laurel Lodge No. 237

P.O. Box 127 Stratford, N.J. 08084

Masonic Family Bowling Night
Saturday, March 5th 7:30 PM to 10:00 PM

30 Strikes Bowling, Pub & Pizzeria

501 S. White Horse Pike, Stratford, NJ 08084

Cost: $10.00 per person, pay WB Taylor

Cash bar available

Rate based on 6 bowlers per lane Included: 2 hours

of unlimited bowling, shoe rental,

Bumper lanes are available for kids, Contact WB

Robert A. Taylor for reservations

856-834-3917 or Taylor89@comcast.net

Group reservations of 6 can be made

Reservations due by March 1
st



75/40 Members
Laurel Lodge continues to value and Honor

our 75/40 members by not requiring Lodge

dues payments.  In order to preserve our

lodge’s financial stability, we are requesting

that if you are able, and it will not cause you

any undue hardship, to pay only the Grand

Lodge assessment of $44.50. This is voluntary

on your part, but will help our Lodge meet its

financial responsibilities.

The Black Horse Square Club
Invites all masons to attend our monthly meetings

the second Friday of every month except July and

August. Location is Laurel Lodge 237 and time is

7:00 PM. This is time well spent among Brethren.

Our activities are purely for entertainment and

social purposes. Please keep in mind that every

second Friday in March The Black Horse Square

Club co-sponsors our annual Ladies Night.

For more details regarding Ladies Night refer to

the advertisement in this Trestleboard.
2016 DLI &GLI Schedule

Wednesday March 9
th

Laurel Lodge #237

Wednesday April 13
th

Lazarus #303

@ Rising Sun/Haddonfield Temple

Wednesday May 11
th

Mozart #121

@Audubon Temple

Wednesday June 8
th

GLI @ Merchantville #119

Wednesday September 14
th

Rising Sun #15

Wednesday October 12
th

USSNJ#62

@ Rising Sun #15 Haddonfield Temple

Wednesday November 9
th

Qualification Teams Location TBA

Freemason History

How many Freemasons were Signers of the

Declaration of Independence?

Extravagant claims are sometimes made in connection

with the Masonic membership of the signers of the

Declaration of Independence. There were fifty-six

signers of the document. There is satisfactory

evidence to prove conclusively that eight were

Masons. Twenty-four others are sometimes claimed as

Masons, but evidence submitted is not completely

satisfactory, being based of hearsay and "tradition",

rather than documents. There are twenty-four signers

who have never been claimed as Masons. The best

answer the question is as follows: "Scholars have

proved that eight Signers were Masons. As many as

thirty may have been."

How many Freemasons were signers of the

Constitution of the United States?

To counteract similar exaggerations about the

Masonic membership of the signers of the

Constitution of the United States, Brother Ronald E.

Heaton also researched The Masonic membership of

Signers of the Constitution. He concluded that thirteen

signers were Masons. Their membership is supported

by clear and conclusive written records; there are

seven Signers who are sometimes claimed as

members, but the evidence is insufficient and not

conclusive; the balance were not Masons.



ATTENTION !!!
BLOOD DRIVE DATES FOR 2016

March 19
th

June 4th

July 30
th

October 1st

It’s the Masonic thing to do!

Details to be announced.

Volunteer Services 2016
Our Masonic Home wheelchair pushes

for this year will be:

Sunday, May 1
ST

Sunday, August 7th

Masonic Home Address:

902 Jacksonville Road, Burlington, NJ

Carpool from the lodge at 7:45am

Two services: 9:30am and 10:45am

We finish up about 11:30 am

Children, family and friends are

welcome.

Laurel Lodge Masters Hat
Please donate your dollar bills to the

Laurel Lodge Masters Hat.

Remember the letter L to the left of

Worshipful Brother George

Washington.  Thank you for your

continued support. This money helps

pay for lodge refreshments.

Trestleboard Mailings
Help your Lodge save postage

by receiving your monthly

Trestleboard via e-mail. Please

contact the Worshipful Master

or Secretary with your e-mail

address. Also, if you’ve moved

recently please contact us.

Did You Know?
You can access

www.newjerseygrandlodge.org

for information on our

Brotherhood. On the left hand

side of the home page click the

members only tab. For user

name use the number on your

blue card. The password should

be your last name. If you have

difficulty accessing the members

only section please call NJ

Grand Lodge to assist with

access 609-239-3950.

Laurel Lodge and Black Horse Square Club Ladies Night 2016
Lucien’s Manor 81 West White Horse Pike Berlin, NJ 08009

Friday, March 11, 2015 - 6:00 PM to 11:00 PM
Cocktails 6:00pm with Cash Bar and Hors d’oeuvres

Dinner 7pm with DJ Dance 8pm and Gifts for the Ladies $70.00 per couple

You and your lady are cordially invited to attend our annual “Ladies Night”. This is a most

enjoyable evening and it offers us an opportunity to show our ladies how much we appreciate them.

This is an Open Affair. Feel free to invite your relatives, friends, and neighbors.

Group seating can be arranged.

Please RSVP to: WB Robert A. Taylor, PM

30 Indian Birch Rd. Turnersville, NJ 08012 (856-834-3917 or Taylor89@comcast.net)

$70.00 per couple: Make checks payable to Laurel Lodge #237

Name: _______________ No. Attending: ________

Please make a menu selection:

Prime Rib of Beef _____Chicken Marsala _____Stuffed Flounder _______

Amount Enclosed $____________




